THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
his unlimited power more constitutionally, the
revolution would have been postponed, at any
rate until his death. Eastern races often do best
under an autocratic ruler and respect nothing
like brute force. But he pushed his power too
far. Served by hordes of spies, surrounded by a
camarilla of Izzets and Melhames, ruling his
subjects only by setting one race at the other's
throat, he sealed his own doom. Matthew
Arnold somewhere says that tyrants make men
good. At any rate the last tyrant of Turkey
made them strong. Never has the nation dis-
played such energy, such honesty of purpose,
such vitality, amazing to those who had long sat
around the sick man's bed. It is a new birth.

L 1908
On a memorable day of July 1908, Abd-ul-
Hamid II., Khan-i-sani efendimiz hazretleri,
ghazi, &c. &c., sat at the council table at Yildiz
surrounded by his chosen confederates. It was
his last appearance as absolute ruler of Turkey,
and it would be interesting to know whether he
more closely realised the bitterness of his down-
fall or its justice. His feelings cannot in any case
have been enviable. He had come to the end
of his rope and he knew it; to the end of more
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